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a Meuting: Houſe in ee, in os Monde of + .. 5 { 
March and April, _ 


Gen: 50, 20, But as for you, ye thought evil agarnft me. 1 
but GOD meant it unto good, 


1 10. 10, And as for their appearances, they ſoar: 4 
had one likneſs, as if a wheel had been in the mit [t off 
a wheel, v. 12, And the wheels had Eyec ne abeut. 


Mark, 7 37. He hath done all things well, 


oa 5 tranquil. | animi, Ode a aunexa. 
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Quod valgus grave jadirat, | Tantum Chrifte crucem 1 
Hic perfert alacris: nec ſolidum putat  Letus cog itat, in 9 
Ullum ( ut betera. x 17g * Mortis, conſpicig 
| Huogeui Chriſtus a eſt ,affore gaudium. Et vita, ws 
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to Countenance the Miniſtry of Mr. Henry Walker Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, and the Author's, in Todericks- 


|. Wynd Meeting- Houſe. 


* 


Ty 
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1 Dear Chriſtians, 


[f felt. the ſame Warmneſs, a Lover of GOD felt in Taiting, Writing and 
[} Preaching them, Required them, at ſome aiftance of time, to be Preach- 
ed over again, which were more acceptable than at firſt ; whereupon I 
it thought what was ſo Savourie to Jou, would be ſo to other Chriftians: There- 
If. fore they are now made publick. Let theSucceſs be atcording tothe Thiri# 


* 
# 


i of one, who deſires no more on Earth, but to feel the Love of GOD, while 
Alone; and to ſpread it abroad in publick and private, to other Souls, 
Tu ſting for the Salvation of all, Friends and Enemies, and among 


| | them, in a Special manner, of Tours, and the other Congregation, who 
are pleaſed to Countenance my Miniitrie in the Suburbs of this City. Of 


| both, 


«% 1 am S. neerely, 


Dur Souls Well-wiſher 


if 
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To the Gentlemen and other Hearers, who are pleaſed 


they came from GOD, I mut call Pious, as from the Preacher 
| Experimented,written in Retyrement near the Ultima Thule; When ' 
the Pulpit was Shut, and the heart Open. Some of Jou, it ſeems, having 


1 Hei once Preached theſe Precious Truths 2 Jou, which, as 
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Rom, 8, 28, And we know that all things work toges | 
gether for good, to them that love GOD, to them who | 
are called according to his purpoſe. 2 — 


HITS Epiſtle, as it is the firſt, tho? not in Order of | 
Time, yet in the Church's Order, of all the Epi- 
ſtles, ſo it is alſo as to the Matter, containing an 
Abſtract of Chriſtian Doctrine and Morality. : 
And of it, this Chapter is the Choiceſt Flower, 
(for the two parts of Oratory dee and Saber, Heighth and Heat) 
not to be parallel'd by all the Græcian and Roman wits: And of 
it, this verſe is the Quinteſſence of Joy and Comfort to devout | 
Souls, who in ſecret Retyrements, Bleſs God that ever He 
inſerted it unto the Holy Scriptures. Here is an Argument, 
that may Eternally ſilence Atheiſm and Profane Scoffers, who 
quarrel at the ways of God, becauſe they are not a plain Level, 
without Mountain, Rock- or Precipice ; for this ſhews, that theſe 
things, which tend not to the outward beautie of the .Chriftian 
Lite, yet advance its 1nward Comfort, and that theſe Diſpenſa- 
tions, which are to the Soul like an overflowing Brook, laying 
all its outward things under water, yet make it fruitful. And - 
in the Noble, Rational, Manly, Surpaſſingly Sweet, and pleaſant 
life of a Chriſtian: the different ways of making Egypr and 
Canaan fruitfull, concur. Deut: 11. 10, 12. It hath the ſhowers 
of Divine Influences from above, and the ſtormy Billows of 
land flouds, frowns of Men; running from the Torrid Zone of 
Perſecution: this from below, all ie for its good. | 
The words we ſhall conſider in the order they are ſet, 1 
1ſt. Here is a firm perſwaſion of a conſiderable & comfortable 
truth. We know, that is, we attainto this, not by conjectural hints, 
or probable grounds, but from certain moral Demonſtrations land 
that convoyed to us. 1#. From the word of God: if God be 
true, ſo is his word; and if that, fo is this great Truth, . 3. 
10. Pſal. 128. 1. 2. Ec. 8, 12. ; | | 
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tic: when the one is pretended without the other, it is either 
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. 2aly, From the Teſtimony of the Holy Spirit, concurring 
with this word; when both Concur, the Teſtimony is Authen- 


blind Preſumption, or the mad Enthuſiaſm. . 
3aly, From Experience, and that 1#. Of others in all Gene- 


* rations, that could atteſt this Truth, who were perſecuted; but. 
not forſaken: The Stormy Gale hath blown in their Sails, 
but it blew them ſwifter to the Harbour. 24h. Of our own 
Experience, which Conjoins its Teſtimony, which it muſt, in 
theſe who have any little acquaintance with God; who can at- 
teſt, that in the beginning of the Chrittian Life, they have found 


it true in the general Lines of their Lite, but oa Advancement 


| therein, in the Minuteſt Circumſtance. 


40). From Rational Deduction, Reaſon it ſelf can thus argue, 


i I have to do with an Infinitely Wiſe, Good, and Perfect Being: 
He knows all things; therefore cannot miſtake the way: He 
is all Goodneſs, therefore cannot intend me harm: He is 


Truth it-ſelf, and this is a Ray ſprung from it. 

| 2dly, Conſider the Object whereof we Treat, all things, the 
Privileges of Believers are very vaſt, all are yours: 1 Cor: 3. 
22. When Jacob and Eſau meet together, Gen. Ch. 33. Jacob 
offers his Preſent, Eſau Retuſes it: Becauſe ( fays he, by our 


þ | Tranſlation) I have enough, v. 9. Jacob urges it, becauſe, ſays he, 


v. 11. I have enough; but in the Heb: Eſau his word is, I have 
(RAB) much, but Jacob is (COL) all. Here is a great difference, 
without God, there may be much, but with Him, there is all! 
What this Al comprehends, ſhall be ſhown in the Proſecution. 
Za. In the words, conſider the Cauſality, they work tagether: 
If we look on the Diſpenſations of Providence ſingly, we will 
be ready to ſay with Jacob, Gen: 42. 36. All theſe things are 4. 


gainit me. But take alongſt the whole frame, and there is a 


pleaſant Harmony : Even Poiſons are made up by Art to be 


wWholſome Medicines, with other ingredients. What particular 


Event is there, but ſome Soul hath got Good by? 


4ly. The End of their working, it's for good; The thoughts 
of this ſwallows up all the Labourer's Care, when he hath che 
| 5 Proſpect 


- 


* 


Proſpect of a fair Harveſt. This ought to allay every bitter} 
dealing, to ſmooth over the Face of every rugged Diſpenſati- | 

on, when Good 1s at the Root. hs "oo" 

51. The qualified Subject for whom all this is; it's for them 
that love God: This is a Periphraſis of the Righteous; ſome 
times they are called, ſuch as fear God, that truſt in Him, and 
here, that love Him. 1 

6h. The Ground and Reaſon that makes them ſuch ; they 
are called, by an outward Calling in the Church, and by a Se- 
cret Work of God's Spirit, which is the Reſult of His Free 
Goodneſs. Here all terminates; for, the Reaſon why Judas his} 
Repentance ended in the worſt of Murders, Peter's in the moſt} 
ſtedfaſt Repentance, is to be aſcrived to the give: the Fore- 
knowledge of God. That there is an Election according to Grace, 
cannot be denyed; that ſuch muſt be qualified for acceptance, 
can as little. It's an unwarrantable thing in us, to darken the 
minds of our ſelves and others, in poring on the unſearchable 
Decrees of God, when our duty is open before us; ris a certain 
Truth, that Holineſs is the way to Happineſs, and Sin to Miſe-Wſ 
ry; that he that doth Righteouſneſs, is Righteous; that God 
will not caſt off the Soul that ſeeks Him. Therefore, it is very 
Fooliſh, with a Mountebank, to walk in the Air on Ropes, lf 
when the high-way is hard by: Scrutator Majeſtatis opprimeturf 
4 Gloria, Fe that ſearcheth unto the Secrets of the Divine Majeſty, 
ſhall be overwhelmed with it's Glory. f bs 


The words thus explained: we ſhall Endeavour to ſhew, if. | 
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W hat is meant by all things. 24ly, How they work. 34). How 
afflictions, and particularly Perſecutions, work tor this End 
and then improve _ 5 5 
Buy All things, that work for the good of the Lover of God 
may be underſtood, ” D 2 
I. All Perfons, all about us, abo ve us, below us, are able to 
carry on the good of Soul and Body alſo, Ger. 50. 20. Whe 
Men mean evil, Infinite Wiſdom turns the Byaſs another way, ſo 
Good. To inſtance in particulars ; Rulers, are they good, the 
are a Pence about the Lover of God, a hedge about his Perſon 
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; * 
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ind ſecure to him Liberty of Ordinances : Are they bad? then 

they ſend them to the Furnace to Refine them. The Three 
Children's Faith and Courage had never been heard of, if bad 
ulers had not been: Nor had that Sera phie Hymn, the Bene- 
| Hicrte, O all ye works of the Lord, praiſe the Lord, &c. been in the 
| Church's Holy Liturgie. It was this gave Stephen that blink on 
Earth, he hath now a full Viſion of. It was they that purified 
the Church for 300 Years, in the flames; and diſcovered to 
the World, that Power, Policy, Cruelty, could not undermine 
135 ; which made Salpitius Severus ſay, Nunquam majori triumpho 
vicimus, quam cum decem annorum ſtragibus vinci non potutmus, We 
never overcame with greater Triumph, than when we could 
1 . | | 
not by Ten Years Conflict be overcome. 


The Perſons of theſe about us work for our good: Are they 
Friends? they cheriſh,adviſe, ſupport, comfort. Are they Enemies? 


4 


L 


I by reproach, then they ſhew us either what we are, or have 
been, or might be, without Divine Grace, or what we ought to 


hun: if they are fo by injuries, then they ſhew, that. this is Me- 


boch and Kedar, and not the Jeraſalem Above, where nothing 
[{-:roubleſome enters. Are they good. Men about us ?. then have 
we ſo many fair Paterns, to Jet. us. fee, that Goodneſs 1s not a 
neer Idea, but a Reality that hath Viſible Effects. Are they 
bad? then we ſee the Deformity of Sin and Vice. Are they 
W ibove us? we have matter to exerciſe Obedience and Submiſſi- . 
n. Are they below us? we have Objects of Compaſſion and“ 
| Forbearance. Thus, all Perſons work together for our god. 

| | 2dly, All Providences, all things are good, if we be ſo; 'tis 

ve that make any thing bad. Before Man ſinned, GOD looked 
In all things, and called it very good: But incontinently thereat- 
er we read of Brixrs end Thorns, To preſent you with an in- 
- tance of the Concurrence and Combination of the Variety of 
E ?rovidences, to carry on the Good of the Lover of GOD, in Spi- 
itual aud Temporal Concerns ; take but a view of the Hiſtory 
if Joſeph , and there ſee the exacteſt and fulleſt Compend of Di- 
ine Providence extant in Hiſtory, where the moſt ef all the E- 
ents, that can beiall, a good Maa in both States, are in their 85 
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| 
Center, to the Eſtabliſnment of the Righteous Soul, | 


Bonds which Nature doth knit. And now, behold Vertuelf 


but not forefaken, Caſt down by Men; Yet not by God: Men 


| ahim, he ſhall not Engage God as one, Now, would not any 


5 5 

neral Lines laid open, and meet like the Lines of a Circle in t 
Here in Joſeph, ye find early marks of Diſtinguiſhin Affectio 
and Divine diſcoveries, attended with the Ordinary ſhadow o 
Vertue, Hatred and 8 Here is Innocence in a high degree 
Perſecuted; and for no other cauſe, but becauſe his Fathers, in 


N 
Heaven, and on Earth, loved him better than his Perſecutors | 
; 
: 


Where may be ſeen, that Vice and Wickedneſs can looſe the 


Trampled on, and Vice Triumphing! and thinking their 
Actions hid from God, becauſe they were from Men. See thei 
Gracious Youth, yet Heroe, as low as Malice can make him, 
ſent in Bonds to the Lands of Bondage, yet there Perſecuted; 


frowning ; God Smiling, and Shining on the Soul and outward 
condition, Yet lo! like all things below, behold the Sun again 
overcaſt with a Cloud, and the Storm blowing from another 
Quarter, Tentations Eflay to accompliſh what Perſecution could 
not; and behold, Vertue can Triumph againſt Softxeſs, as it had ; i 
againſt Sharpseſs, he reſolves that all theſe Waves ſhall waſh but 
not Batter him: His Reſolution is, that whoever be againit 


| 
| 


n 


have thought that the Soul was Safe; Yet, Gods favour, and Con- 


ſeience, it's Teſtimohies, are no Security from further tryal; into 


the Furnace he mult again be caſt, that he may either leave his 


Droſs, or get a new Luſtre. Go alongs then with him to Priſon, 


and ſee how it fares with him: thatGod that would not fave him 


from Bonds, makes him fate in them, . 
And lo! What a thin thing can Almighty Power make a Cu- 


rious work of, a Dream was the firſt Ground of his Perſecution, 


another is the firſt Ground of his promotion! God can, from 
the good or bad humor of a King to his Menial Servants, (and 


perchance the Ground of that was but an ill dreſſed duh of 


for Dreaming was Reproached by his Brethren, is now Saved 


by] 


Meat) draw good to his Lovers; yet, he that Believeth maketh 
not haſte, God doth not haſten His work, till again, he that 


. . | 

{ by a Dream: ( Prædictive, tho not Antoritative Dreams, are 
TYRtill in the World.) And at length, after all this Heroic Con- 
( flict, in various Encounters by Innocence and Patience; Vertue 
lifts up its head, like David, from the Combate with the Philiſtine, 
din Victory and Triumph. Any whe had fecn Joſep/”s Miſtris 
{| t inter 1 & ſpeculum, betwixt the Comb and Glaſs, or in the 
14A of her impure Embraces, diſſolved in ſoftnefs, dandling 
Eher ſelf among her bitter-Sweets, her wanton Dalliances, and 
| Joſeph lying in a Naſtie Dungeon, would have faid, What pro- 
nt & there if we ſerve GOD? But obſerve the end of the Lord, and 
' Tee the Righteous Soul, at length, above the Proud Waves and 
x Billows : and if the Humiliation be ſignal, the Exaltion is as 
þ fignal, Its computed that he is ſold unto 2%, in the 1655, or 
, 17th year of his Age, he appears before Pharaoh in the 30%, and 
lives in favour at Court 80 Years, under ſeveral Kings, dying 
iin the Year of his Age 130, the longeſt that we Read of any 
Court Favourite to continue, ſo firm is the Promotion found- 
' ed on Vertue. Here is no Monthly Miniſter! Here is Ve- 
a rified, that God's Wrath is but for a Moment. Afflictions are 
Light and ſhort, in Compariſon of chat Glory, to the which 
all the Glories of the Court of Egyyt muſt not Compare. And 
now, who dare Cenſure God's Providences, when they See the 
& t: whole Frame, and e 4.) wiyari; God in the Frame; and 
Looking out of it. Herein is the Truth of the Text Verified. 
co then, O! Lover of God, and know, that God is the ſame, and 
His Goodneſs as Plentiful, and His Truth as ſure, now, as in 
Joes days. 5 „0 
1 3aly. All States work together for their good; whatever 
Condition ye place the Righteous in, he is ſtill Enlightned by 
the one halt; as the Moon: Does he proſper? then there is 


finds or makes work within : 95 he in Sickneſs? then is there 

occaſion to purge the Soul of Vice, which defiles the humors 
of the Body: Do Riches fill his Coffers? The Lover of God 
cannot but diſcern Empty Bellies to be filled: Is he Straitned 
with Poverty? Then he is called to ſeek that in God, which 
the World cannot or will not give: If his Candle be Dim, or 
ſpent, he may open the Windows, and let in the Sun: Is helow if 
in his outward Condition? if he be humbled, he muſt learn to 
be humble, to be as low in his own, as he is in other Mens 


Eyes: Is he Exalted to Honour, that which comes from God, 


the Fountain of all Honour, ought to end in Him. Thus all i 
States work or may work together for his good, „ 
49. All times combine together 5 this end: Are there Halegon 
days of Proſperity, and Peace?! then he learns that his Love to God 
ougzht to be as large, as the Tokens of God's Love to him: he 
hath work to ſtrive, that he may not add to the Nation's guilt, 
which ufually increaſes with Proſperity. Do Clouds overcaſt | 
the Face of the State or Church? then he is privileg'd with a || 
State of Safety; I: 26. 20. Come my People, enter into thy Cham- | 
bers, and hide thy ſelf, as it were for a little moment, until the indige | 
nation be overpaii, His Conſtancy is then known, whether he 
ſerve Jeſw for Himſelf, or for the Loaves, Days of Rejoicing Þ 
give Ground to furn them to Spiritual Joy Days of Mourning. 
give opportunity toenquire the Cauſe, that the Clouds which 
are dark before they fall, may make the Soul Fruitful when they 
50. All places work together for his good: Has he been ſeated in 
a pleaſant place ? then may he ſuggeſt, yet, this is not Heaven; 
GOD hath better things Above, tor them that fear Him here. 
Or, is he in a place of Danger, or drooping, or mourning ? *? 
there, Watchfulneſs is to be exerciſed; that, treading on ſnarcs, | 
he may learn to look well to his going. Sees he a Family of 
Mourgers? there, as in a Glaſs, Fe ſees what he, or his, ſhall : | 
once become. Js he in the Sanctuary? the Green Paſtures and | 
fil! waters, call to quench his Hunger and Thirft : There, if he 
will but open his Eyes, he may feaſt them with what is Ami- 
„„ nate Cena rd eee 
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Able. Ts he in his Cloſet? there, he i not alone; unleſs he 
take too much Company with him: Yea, the Shop, the Street, 
e ien, ee tht ah do, or ought lor rogeth- 
& for the Good of the Divine Lovett. 
Sieh. All Aceidents Combine for this End: There is nothing 
in Nature that is truly Chance, it's only our imperfect Know- 
ledge that cannot diſcern the Connexion betwixt the firſt and 
ſecond Cauſe,” and the Ends of Divine Wiſdom. © Things that 
Fave appeared the moſt fortvitous, © have feilded great and 
| pleaſant Effects: Scarcity of Corn lays the Foundation of all 
„tlie Train of Mercies, the Ancient People of God were followed 
with; and that came from as uncertain a Cauſe as the Weather. 
David's Advancement {a Type & the Stem from which the Mefiah 
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a4 fit of Curioſity. his Father took to know how they were. The looking 


J as piece of Paper enwrapping Mercharidice, hath carchvd the 
| ; Heart. The Stroke of an Enemy, deſign'd Againſt the Life, hath 


q e an Impoſthume. The bleeding of a Wound hath eaſed a 


1 


Plethoric Body. The breaking of Gne's Leg, when going on 


was in it, Was loſt. The being in Priſon, which Enemies de- 


. 
. A Cob- web ſtreatched over the Mouth of a Place, hath ſaved 
the Life of a Confeſſor. A Man that hath gone to Church, to 
mock or ſleep, hath been catch'd there. The fight of one, in a 
Fit of the Falling-Sickneſs, hath recovered a Man from Falls un- 
to Sin. The Sight of a Dead Body, hath given the Soul Life. 
Many more might be inſtanced. When Chance thus worketh, 
what may be expected from hn hd aa, 
. 7thly. Our very Sins have had this Effect, and the Sins of 
i Others alſo; 4 Non-entitie, a Privation, none of the Creatures 
(God made, if it produce good Effects to the Lover of God, what 
i may the Noble Creatures of the Great Artificer do? An inſtance 
of this ye have, 2 Cor. 7. 11, Where a bad Mother breedeth a 
LE good Daughter; the vileſt of Sins, the beſt Effects, Care, Feat, 
EM Deſire, Zeal. It was the Expreſſion of a Good Man, That his 
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{ Tprang') began fom «7467 0 hi Brethren, and 


4 Ship-board, hath faved the Man's Life, when Ship, and all that 


1 fignd for Ruine, hath faved a Perſon in a Common Calamity, 


Sins 
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Sin did him moſt good, and . which mut be taken with 
4 grain of Salt: But his meaning was, That the Thoughts occaſioned 
by his fins, brought him to a ſtate of Humiliation aud Remorſe ; his 
Grace, the Enemie of Souls, took occaſion by them, to. blow up his Mind 
with 3 Thoughts, To inſtance; After St. Peter's Fall and 
Recovery, we read no more of his Vaunting. Ts it not a profit- 
able thing, when the Lover of GOD can ſay, I was /atebre feorch-| 


ed with this flame, and ſhall I again hazard on it? Were the bitter pangs | 
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of Convictiou jo eafie, as to att them, or the like that procured them, 


over again? Is the Wrath of GOD ſo light a thing, when à little of it 
made me mourn like a Dove, and chatter like a Cran? Sins commit- 
ted in Youth, tho' they have made the Soul go halting to the 
Grave; yet the thoughts of them, have been as Ballaſt to keep 
them low and lowly, Yea, not only have our own Sins this 
effect, hut alſo theſe of Others. What Deformity ſee we in Sin 
in another? what direful Effects attend it? how difficultly are 
they recovered? and, may the Lover of GOD fay, Shall T chooſe 
ſuch a ſtate, and go onto miſerie for Company? Yea, TentationsW 
to Sin tend to their Good; when the Enemy is buſie undermin-W 
ing, tis our Buſineſs to Countermine. When he is watching, 
it's not time for us to ſleep. Still this Truth ſtands firm. 
8/4. Afflictions tend for bringing about the Good of the Lover 
of GOD; this is the principal Deſign of the Text, as may appear 
by the ſubſequent Verſes; J. 29. God hath appointed his People to be 
A d to t he Image of His Son; and that in ſuffering as well as 
acting; and V. ee clears it. That this is a great Truth, 
appears from the Experiences of all that ever ſerved GOD; look 
over the Lives of the Saints of the Old and New Teſtament, and 
ſee it ever any of them have been Loſers by GOD; tho? they have 
been for Him. And O! Soul, haſt thou been under the Rod, 
without which its rare to be a Confirmed Chriſtian; then thou 
mayeſt ſeal this Truth with all thy Blood, tho? it were an Ocean, 
That all things work together for good to them that love God, But it 
would need Experience ina Chriſtian Life to underſtand fully 
this Text; to Erbes lam ſpeaking in an Unknown Tongue, as. 
much as it I were delivering this in Hebrew, For, all the Ptulo-} 
"= att adr a; oe leBdtds 9 
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5 


fophers, by the moſt accurate Deſcriptions, cannot give to 4 
Man an idea of the Sweetneſs of Honey, but the pooreſt Peaſant” 


* 


f 


that hath it in his Mouth, knows it. Light may be painteu, but, 
Heat cannot. This Text is the Marrow and Compend of all the 
I Promiſes of the Goſpel ; nor can it be comprehenſively known, 


t till the Vail of Fleſh be drawn aſide, and all Myſteries unvaiPd. 


* 
6, 
i 
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theſe that are ſettled on their Lees, in a proſperous ſtate, ap- 
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pear like clear Water, but ſhake the Glaſs, and the Mud appears; 
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; 1 | | | 
| the choiſeft- in: alt the Book. 0 * not Trials been, we had 
wanted an Argument for keeping the Commandments: The 
Deliverance out of Egyyt. The cry of Iſiaels Prayer under Aicti- ; 
on, was as loud, as that of their Murmuring in the Wilderneſs, Iſa. ü 
26, 8, 9. 16, Many had been wrapped up in the Shades of 


. 


Obſcurity, if a ſuffering time had not brought them forth. 
Then theſe have appeared upright Mettal, which the World 
Refuſed as Droſs, that which expoſed their Perſons hath clear- 
ed their Reputation, Still this Truth appears, That all things 
Zah, It hath even Eſtabliſhed and Enlarged the Tempo- i 
ral Condition of the Lover of GOD. Any that had ſeen Joſeph 
in the Pitt or Dungeon, would hardly have Believed that the 
proper method, of making him Ruler over all Egyp/, Theſe F 
very ways Which the Men of the, World have made uſe of to 
Ruine the Righteous, .GOD hath made uſe of to Eſtabliſh them. 
How, oft, hath Divine Goodneſs lifted, them up as high, as Men 
have thrown them down low. Would anythink, that Raining 
4 Man, Reducing all his Riches and Furniture within the Com aſs. of L 
4 Polſbeard, were the way to make lum Richer ; Yet Job found it ſo. 
But beſides, Affliction gives 4 Grateful Reliſh of Mercys, as I 
ſharp Sauces; promove the Cencoction. Mercys have never 
Taſted ſo ſweet, às after the Taſte of Gall and Worm-wood. 


n 
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He that hath, had Tears to Drink, will the better Reliſh his 
common Drink. Withall, AMictions let us ſee, that we can 
want Temporal Bleſſings, 591 e happy; For, there is not a par- 
ticular Comer in the World, but the. Soul hath been happy 
Ach eee 5, Poverty, Reproaches, Diſhonour, in loſſes | 

of Means and Friends, in Bagiſhmenr, in the Bire, on the Rack, 

in à Dungeon, in à Wilderneſs, without a Benefice, and withs- | 
VVV 
Favugur alape it i that ig better than, Life, and all its Comfurts. 
AF; Afiction' advances the gyod of others, and confirms 
them ig the ways of God. Its tru, theſe; that have obſerv- 
ed, only the outſide; of the Lover of God, and have ſeen na- 
thing about him, but Dark and hard Providences, Run from 
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buch « State: but, were they acquaint with the pleaſures with- 
in, when Wind and Wave Toſs the outward Man, they 


ſecution here be a part of its Patrimomie. Mark 10, 30. Such 
| T hath been the Courage and Conſtancy, of Souls in an afflicted 
State, that the Fire that hath Scorched their Bodys, hath 
I warmed other Peoples hearts; they have been made black, yet 
Kemained Comely. Such like hath been ſeen, in the days 


i Flaming, as Fire and Contentious Zeal is now Scorching, when 


| . 


; 
4 


' thers. 
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Experience; Rom. 5. 4. Tribulation worketh Patrence, and Patience 
Experience. Hereby the Devout Soul attains Experience of God's 
Care over them, and Fatherly Suſtentation of them; that tho? 
he will not let them go unpuniſhed, yet he will bear them up 


eat down, yet not away. Withal it gives us Experiences of our 
| 1 ſelves, our Sincerity and Stedfaſtneſs, Patience and 8 if 
W 2 | we ſuccumb in leſſer, how can we bear up in greater Trials. As 

| F. alſo, we thereby learn to know the World; there is no ſurer 
time to diſcern, who are Friends to our Fortunes, who to our 


{. who have pretended Friendſhip, but intended Intereſt; when 
the Upright Soul hath found, when, what Mencall Fortune, hath 
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;alſo of it's Attendants, and Slaves. Thus, if Riches Have been 
taken taken out of te hand, Care and Fear hath been taken out 
„of the Heart; and theſe that love them better than us, have 


fdheir Preſence. | es 
——— 659. That 
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would find a Life of the Love of God, to be choſen, tho Per- 


of warmneſs, when Love to God and one another was as 
the Sight of a conſtant Sufferer, Hath Engaged the Tormentors 
Thus Afflictions work not only for our good, but alſo for o- 


Fh. Afflictions advance our Good, by affoording Matter of 


I underit: withal clearing the Truth of his Promiſes, that he will 


[| 3, felves, than that Condition, which is fitter for Trying than get. 
135 er Many have been impoſed on by Deſigning Men, 


forſaken him, they have followed it, and left him: And if 
they have been divelted of this Ourward Bagaaae, they have 


Leiven place to better Company, whoſe Room is better than 
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5. That which is preferable to afl the reſt, and to which all | 
muſt and ought to ſtoop, is, that hereby our Eternal Intereſt || 
is ſecured. In the fair Sunſhine, when Succeſs Crowns our | 
Deſigns and Actions, how oſt doth preſent things crowd in, and 
take up too much Room in the heart; but when we are aſ- 

ſaulted and alarmed, then the Soul flyes to it's ſtrong hold. If 

the P hiloſepher Ze no, ſaffering 5 hipwrack, ' betook himſelf to 4 Philoſo- 
phick Life, aud thought by his Loſs he had gained; Tutus Nauft agia, 
fortunatus > lhe Are they Loſers, who have their hands 
_ Emptied of Goods within the reach of Moth and Ruſt, and at- 
tain theſe that are bounded only by Eternity? Had the Apo- 
ſtate Julian ſpoken in earneſt, what he did by way of Jeer, on | 
Our Holy Religion; when he was Sequettrating the Goods of 
Chriſtians, he told them, That by their Maiter's Dodbine, ther 
would go the lighter to Heaven! He ſpake Truth, but not with a 
true Mind. The World is the Weight that ſo eaſily beſets us, Heb, | 
12. 1. (whether it be the principal meaning there, or not ). 
And are they at any loſs in the Exchange, who empty their 


|  Chiſts of Clay, and have them filled with Gold? who Extin- 


guiſh the Candle, and let in the Sun? Tam not to recommend 
that Enthuſiaſtic, and wild monkiſh way, of Men's abandoning | 
their Goods voluntarly ; for they may be uſeful to Our ſelves } 
and Others, to ſupply Our own, and the Poors Neceſſities: 
But when by the Iimmediat Hand of GOD, or Tnjuries by Men, 
we aredeprived of them ; by this the Lover of GOD doth, or 
may get Good, by exchanging his Delight, and drawing his 
Solace from the Fountain, which he did from the Streams, and 
entertaining his Soul with ſuch a Soliloquie; O my Soul, thou haft 
loft what time gave, and mould once have mit har amn Endeavour to if 
attain to that which Eternity can give, bat will not withdrew. Death 
could ſoon have withdrawn thee from them, as now Secret Miſdom hath | 
them from thee. If, disburdened, thou go on thy great Journey 
eaſier, thou wilt bleſs GOD that took theſe out ot thy hand, and 
not Himſelf out of thy heart. Chear up,my Soul, all chat are Above, | 
are without Worlaly Delights; yet complain not: the leſſer of them, the | 
liker to thy Saviour on Earth, and the Savedia Heaven, 7 
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J I "that work together for our good; is publick Perſecution for the Je- 
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| Had learned, when Rapt ap to the third Heavens, where he ſaw and 
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[h heard digata, things not ſeen) Ver. 35. he declares, that it ſhall not 


f vanquiſhed,Yea,what Perſecu- 
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16 =: expected the. Tormentor at their heels, in their Niglit- 


1 


meetings, praying to, and praiſing GOD, fea ſting onHisBody 1 


7 
TH 
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that readier than we:g9 to anAuthoriz'd Meeting, or a Full Feaſt: 


bet wixt it's Doctrine and Precepts: No pretence of Love to 


EF GOD, yet hating one another: No invidious Names of Parties, 
> 3 | EO except 


. 


x x9 


except Infamous Gnoſtics, whom the Devil ſet up for a Stain, and | 


. GOD made ule of tor a Patch to Chriſtians, The Infernal Pow- 
ers, and their Inſtruments, Pagan Princes, did attempt by all 


theſe Bluſtring Storms, to Overſet or daſh to pieces the Ship of | 


the Church; but they both found, that the more Storms they 
made without, the Chriſtians, by their Love of GOD, and one 
another, made the more fair weather within. Al! this vvroug hit 
for their good, Therefore, the Wind blows from another Quar- 


ter that does the harm, within her own Bowels; for, the Earth 
is not moved by all the Winds that blow on it's Surface, till it be 
cloſed up in it's Bowels, then it ſhaketh it ro pieces: So, the 


Church was commoved, when the gentle warmth of Love, 


ced. © 


and cover the Deſart vvith Delicacies ; Tea, the very Raging Sea ſhall 


prove a BullWark. See an Eminent inſtance, Exod. Ch. 14, was: | 
4 | | d before them, BA. 
ephon, Deus Caitodie, The God appointed to over-watch the. F 
Country, and to obſerve Run-aways; they had on one ſide: | 
Impregnable Mountains, impaſſable by Goats, before them a. | 
| Raging Sea, behind them more Enraged FEgyptians, whoſe: | 
Malice was hot with the many Plagues, and loſſes, and their 
Covetouſneſs, Reſtleſs for their Jewels (or Veſlels, ) and they 
had within them, Corruption abfer to Ruine them than all the: 
Reſt; as appeared at. S4, ſome days thercaiter: From all this, 
might not auy have concluded, ſeeing them Encompaſſed with: | 
ſuch difficulties, betore, behind, within, without, on every ſide: 
| de is an undone People. Yet in Spite of all this, God 


ever a People in a worſe Plight ? They ha 


does his work, their Idolatrie, Murmuring, and many other: 
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turn'd to the feveriſh heat of Strife. Thus you ſee, that among : 
all other things, Perſecution tends to our, or the Church*s Good. 
In the next place, let us enquire, after what manner all theſe 
work? I ſhall only mention Four, tho? more might be inſtan- 


impediments, and invvartl Imaginations, 5 Whent he Almighty hath | 
a work for His People, He can make their food drop like Devv,. | 


D 5 Sins 


x 


1. They work Powerfully, in Spite of all Stop and Lett; 
He Levels Mountains, makes ſmooth the Rough, overcomes cutward' | 
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14 „and as long Sinning, does not 
TW Invalidat his promiſe, till he bring them to that pleaſant Land, 


Sinned fell; but the Body of Iſrael ſtood as firm as the Cove- 
nant. Corruption may Ruine particular Perſons ; but the Lov- 
er of God will have Reaſon to ſay Nam: 23, 23. What hath the 


1 : 


. 


| 


1 


the noiſe of Axes and Hammers; hy ſecretSprings under Ground, is 
| 


1 


fl While Mankind are Buzling like as many inſects in the openAir; 
Tl . : . f . . 
doing nothing but ſporting themſelves. How pleaſantly is the 


God hath no end of bringing Glory and the Souls comfort from 
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bi 15 and Condition: Yea, even when He Rents the Mountains, and 


* 


4 neſs within, Many a time is the Soul feeding on the Honey 
Comb; when the Body hath Vinegar and Gall to Drink. 
34h. They Work continually; God leaves not off when the 
work is begun, till it be carried: on from one Step to another, 
Gen. 48. 16. The Angel that Redeemed me from all evil, is and will 
be the Language of the Lover of GOD at length, tho' in the begin- 
ing of the work, he may ſay with the (ame Jacob, Gen. 42.36. All 
theſe things are againff me, God will not lea ve His Work, till He 
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bring Judgement unto Victory: Tho he cloth the Soul with 
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God, Crowns and Scepters wait at the end of the Race, when 
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T als; as in Job: He will ſmooth over the Face of the Soul 


ſends frowning Diſpenſations without; yet there may be calm - 


Fack-Cloath and Aſhes; yet if thou wilt wait, O Lover of 


| 4 the Lord hath Compleated His Work, His great Work, on e- 
very Soul in His Zion. The work within, may be Interrup- 


mies; but Job 8. 20. God will not caſt away 4 » 5g Man; even tho 


—M permit them to vwander, and to be Slaves in Ægypt 230 


way to Crucifie Sin. That from Death ſhould ariſe Life, as 


Language. 


may not marr the work. 


for us: Look about you, above you, below you; is chere 


ö | 


the work without us, may be Interrupted. by Sanballats, Eno- 


in tbeir Enemies hand, Lev. 26. 44. Hu Promiſes are more tedfaſh 
than the Mountains, Iſa. 54, 10. a MM 
aly. God worketh for his Lovers by Contraries: This is yet 
ſtranger; in the Work of GOD, that which ſeems to caſt down, | 
tends to lift up! The Great Mechanic makes the Wheels of 
his Clock contrary, (as there is ina Watch, the Contrate | 
Wheel) yet, to carry on the Meaſuring of Times and Seaſons, F 
Did it not appear an odd way to make Jſrael an nappy People, 
ears: And 

as ſtrange, that the Death of Jeſus ſhould tend to our Life! 
That the greateſt Sin ever was eommitted, ſhould tend to Man's | 
Salvation from Sin! That a Crucified Chriſt, ſhould be the, 


7 
r 


Sweet from the Strong! Satan might have thought, that when he 
laid the Stone on CHRIS T's Grave, he had done the ſame to 
the Work of our Redemption: But, from theſe Aſhes ſprings | 
a Phenix; from the Seat of Corruption, that which makes us 


- incorruptible. It's ſtrange, that Tears ſhould bring Joy! 


That Humiliation ſhould be the way to Advancement! That, 
caſting Bread, not on the Fields, but on the Waters, ſhould be the i 
vv to find it again! That Scattering is the way to increaſing ; } 


and with-holding and hoording up, the way to Poverty! The 


World looks oddly on all theſe Paradoxes, and perchance may 

think preſently, that I am reading ſome pretty Romance to 
them: but Experience can tell the Truth of all that is ſaid, and 
more; and witheut Experience, Men will hardly underſtand 
what is ſaid from theſe words, tho? delivered in the plaineſt 


From what is ſaid, let us proceed to Improvement: That | 
while GOD, and Al things, Perſons, States, Accidents, Times, 
Places, AMictions, Perſecutions, are at work for our good, we 


151. Let us not be idle for Our ſelves, while GOD is at work 


— 


any 


iy thing in the World, that anſwers not the End of it's Being, 
| = >Xcept Man alone. Tf He? command the Sun to ſhine, or to wvith- 
airuvv its Light, if the fire to darm, or ſuſpend its heat; if the Sea to 
flovv, or ſtop its Courſe, its inftantly done. But Man's ſtubborn heart 
tin Wichſtands. What each of the Creatures Receive, they 
Receive it not idlie, the Juice is not dropt down unto the Herbs 
from Heaven; but it Sucks it out of the Earth, by its porous Fi- 
pres, that it may grow and bring forth Fruit, the very Ravenous 
Creatures, tho they Sow and Reap not; yet they fly and Swim 


- 


| * +24, Marr not the work God deſigus for you, God's work 
will not be Marred, but we may Marr our Intereſt in it. We 
cannot hinder the Sun to ſhine, but we may cloſe the Windows 
that it may not ſhine on us. Trae ſhall enter; tho the Bodies 
of the Murmurers fall in the Wilderneſs. It is dangerous there- 
| 1 fore, while God in all His Providences, word and Rod, Mer- 
7: cys and Judgements, National and*Perſonal, Drawings and 
W 7 withdrawings, Frowns aud Smiles, Wants and abundance, : 
lt are carrying on the work of God, on, and in us, to Mar the 

$ ii} work on the Wheels, by floth or miſimprovement, by going 
contrary to God, while He is Pleading with and for us. 
zal, Cenfure not Gods work, beſore ye ſee the whole Frame, 
non judicand um aue guintum actum, a Comedy is imperfect before 
the lalt AQ: Tts this, that Cauſes Grudging, Murmuring 
aud impatience, that we wait not to fee. the end of the Lord, 
_ A | James, 
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5 5, To, 11, For we L ot Diſcern the End of God's A 
ngs before the end of the Act. Many a dark Diſpenſation, 
_ hath had a Light outgate to the Lover of God, a Sighing Seed- 
Time and a Singing Harveſt; The Soul hath gone out with 
Tears and Returned with Joy. Jacob goes to Padan- Aram with | 
his Staff in his hand; we Read not that he had ſo much as a Ser- 
vant with him, and all he ſeeks is only Food and Rament; Yet i 
he obtains 4 Viſion of Angels: But in his Return, there is no | 
want, either of Servants or Cattel, Wives or Children, beſides | 
Angelic Hoits for attendants, and his Stonny Pillow turned to 
to a Penjel, Now, that God that is the God of Abraham, 
Jaac and Jacob, is thy God alſo, O. Lover of God, Therefore, ye 
Men of this World, when ye ſee the Righteous in a drooping 
State, wait a while till God hath done his work, and ye may ſee 
Bochim turned to Berachah ; yea, tho for ſome ſecret end of un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom, or latent Corruption, ye may ſee him go 
Drooping to the Grave, yet wait till yonder Clouds burſt, and 
the Redeemer come out of Zion, and then ſhall ye ſee that 
God was working for him, when ye thought He had been a- 
„% Or T9 I VVV 
4thly. Love God, this is the Character theſe have in the Text, 
for whom all this is wrought : But, it may be ſaid of this as 
was ſaid to a Man. who was Praiſing Hercules, Qui illum Vitwe 
perar 4 Who Diſpraiſes him? So may one Object, who hates God. 
Seeing therefore all pretend to Love Him, and to an Intereſt in 
Him, its our great Buſineſs to Enquire on what Ground it is: 
For, place the moſt Unſanctified Sinner under Difficulties, and 
he is ready to apply theſe words to himſelf, Therefore, its fit 
that the Soul know whether it be in the Love of God or not. 
In order to which, it is needleſs to multiply marks, but obſerve 
what Effects other kind of Loves have; for tho the Object and 
Degrees of Acting differ, yet the Acts are the ſame. There is 
no difficulty to know. a Man that Loves the World, it hath his 
Tongue and talk, his firſt hours in the Morning, his laſt at Night, | 
his days cares, his Midnight thoughts, all the Neighbourhoo& | 
ſounds of it. What cares are _ to purchaſs, fear to loſs, and 
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| grief in loſing His beloved World,- It it frown, he Proops: 
If it it ſmile; 15 des He: Its rare to fee ſuch Love Concealed 
long,” unleſs it be out of Deſign, leaſt Competitors. ſhare with 
him, or to let fall a bait to carch a prey. | 
Neither is there any difficulty to know whether ye love your: 
Friend; they may be jealous of your Affection, and ſuſpect that 
done out of deſign, which is done ſincerely; but your ſelf can 
not but know it. It ye love a piece of Verdant Earth, made 
up of Comely Features, and a Variety of Colours, an Organiz'd 
and neatly connected-together piece of Painted Clay; ye can 
ſometimes with Uneaſineſs tell, and ſometimes an Emaciat Body 
will declare, whether ye love that which will be ſhortly. loath- 
ſome. By theſe Signs then ye may know, whether ye love 
GOD or not; what is it that ye approve of as moſt Excellent ? 
Whoſe Company delight ye moſtin? What is it ye are moſt 
afraid to offend? On what do your paſſionat Thoughts vent 
themſelves, when ye are alone? What would ye ſooneſt 
quite? Can ye ſay to your Soul, O! my Soul, look abroad a- 
mong this World of Creatures; is there any among them all, or 
all together, that is worthy of thy Heart? Whether is it GOD, 
or this Maſſie Glob, thou wouldſt have in thy heart? 
When Pale Death ſhews his ſtern looks, what would 
thou cleave to? When all is in fire abour thee #_ 
4, thee! when thy beloved Mettal is running, like one of the li- 
quid floods of Brimſtone from Airs? What is it now, that is 
15 ſerteſt, when Trouble is near, whether is it thy Knees, or 
3 Coffers? Is there any of theſe things thou canſt not be 
happy without; but with them all, and without GOD ! What 
art thou? haſt thou a heart for any other End, than to love 
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[ pi Him, whoſe Love hath Heaven in every Thought? Thy) 
heart, tho? it were as wide, as the Heavens is too narrow, how 
much narrower, when the World, or a Luſt, hath part of it? 

0 Therefore, Love the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within m, de- 
v\. light in His Holy Name: And, let all the Creatures help me to love 
wi Him, who makes all things work together for good, for them that love. 
0. Wd 5 5 = 


= 44" 
L 1 
432 
ns ! 


— 


3 
a 


* 
* 


RY 
— 


n 


px "7 S. * my 


ECC — ccc 8 


* 
yy — 
a — 


But, while we are thus ira] with the Comforts they have 
that love God: Look dow: iron this heighth of Happineſs, and 
ſee a number of poor Souls, that think themſelves happy without 
owning a God, witlfout any Deſire after Him; who can take 
as much pleaſure in a Game, in a Whore, in a piece of Mettal, | 
in a parcel of painted Earth of beautiful Complexion, as many. i 
in GOD, and think, that all works for their good, when theſe | 
thrive withthem,when they are not interrupted in their Poſſeſſi- 
ons and Pleaſures ; who eſteem all this Empty Talk, or at the 
beſt, but Phanaticiſm, and Enthuſiaſtic Animal heats; who | 

would not Exchange their Pleaſures, with the Delights of the 

Love of GOD, or Profit of Afflictions: And can freely think, 
Let them take the Profit of Afflictions who will, we envy them not, let 
my Buſineſs go on. Is not this the in- fide of every Unſanctified 
Soul? But, ſtop a little, poor Sinner, Do# thon believe this to be 
the Word of GOD? if not, why doſt thou profeſs ſo; and why refraine#t 
thou thy ſelf from any kind of delight? But, if thou believe, then hear | 
him that ſaid, Va. 3. 10. Say ye to the Righteous, it ſhall be well 
with him, ſays alſo to the Wicked, Verſe. 11. it ſhall be ill with him. 
Now, there is no Middle Rank thou canſt inroll thy ſelfamong. 
Look over the Word, and ſee thy Doom: Look Diced in the 
World, and fee thy Portion, if ever a Soul was content with it, 
without GOD. Look back to former Generations, whoſe Room 
thou fills, and ſee what they have now, if they love not GOD, 

Thou ſeeſt what they loved here, left behind them; their 
Treaſures fill thy Coffers; inſtantly about to change their Ma- 
fler, perchance this Night! Their Bodies, once the Seat of 
Plea ſure, are crumbled unto Duſt: theſe hollow Carcaſes, bare 
Ribs cannot keep in the Liquor: theſe Sculls are empty both of 
Brains and Contrivance. What have they now, but the Effects 
of Divine Love, and the preſent Acts in an abſtracted State? 
Think ſeriouſly, O Sinner, in cold Blood, when all about thee * 
ſleep ;. when thy Eyes are ſhut, and thou knows not whether 
ever thou {halt awake, to fee this World again, till thou feeſt it 
in flames! What Condition, thinkeſt thou, art thou in, when 
thou ſubſcrives thy Legacy, and Entails all thine, to theſe who 
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he finds in every Condition, what is ſweeter to him than his 
Food, what he prizes above all Treaſures, what yeilds him 
4 - Pleaſure when about him, and on him, ly dark and hard Pro- 
i + :vidences. And, never cenſure the Life or ſtate of a Chriftian, 
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1 for his outward Sufferings, till thou firſt know his inward Fame. 
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Spiritual feeling is che beſt Divinity; all is but Air in. 
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IN ]O Mathematic Problem fills the Mind. 
With greater clearneſs, than I clearly find. 

That nought, bur what is Sweet and Good, doth move, 

From the pure Pountain of Eternal Loo. 
The Light that Gilds our Hemiſphere, its Rays 
Remains unſpent, unwearied in its Ways. | 
The Lib'ral Ocean Liquid Streams doth ſend, 

To all its Vaſſal-Rivers, which they lend. 

[To us again, ſuch is that boundleſs Spring, „ 
hich ſtill unſpent, to us doth Comfort bring. 

he little Chymiſt Bee, from bitter Flowers, 

Extracts its Luſcious Juice ; ſo Heav'nly Powers. 

[To us makes bitter ſweet; yea, evil good, 5 

Of deadly Poiſon makes us wholſome Food; we 
Dnce from a Chaos Sprang this ſtately Frame, 5 

Now from Diſorders riſeth ſtill the fame. : 
The Waves that Strive the Marble Rock to move, 

TW aſhes it more, ſo. doth miſconſtru'd Love 

By Stormie Billows, Favourits Refine 

From Stains, and makes, what Earthy was, Divine. 

Fach Perſon, - State, Time, Place, yea chance it ſelf, 

Pin and its Daughter, bring their Spotted Pelf, 

In to this Treaſure, Power doth Combine, 
And Strives with Sweetneſs, Medley moſt Divine! 


Things 


, 22 
„ OI 2 8 
> oa 4 - 2 
® 


a N * F ; 5 7 Ex. 4 © #76 
W r Wee 
g 3 4h 9 
— 2 9 


v "x4 


IS 
—— — — 


_ — "XX 
* * Ard - 7 — a 
S th 


FE rr 
= 4 E A - © = F Y : : 2 
1. - * 


—— 
2 


8 - 
% 
— ; * 
- 7 8 % 6 
jul — - . 

—— PLES. - 1 

— — * 
— — — 
— 2 rr e 
—_— 
7 


And ſhall my Soul alone unactive > (OM 
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Things contrarie unite, as N ighe and Day, 
By an Alternat courſe, lend Cloud and 250 


1 ” 


While all theſe ſtrive my Heart to Parify ? 
Come then, O! Divine Soul, with Seraphs fins 
Admire that Love which tends to make Divine. 
And when the Roaring Billows thee Commove; 


And bring to Land, yet Queſtions thou His Love? 


Reſt, move, Weep and Rejoice, both Sigh- and Smile, 


Theſe contraries will laſt but for a While. 
There is a Land beyond that Azure Sky, 


Where none Lament; all are in Melody, 


Wait then my Soul, in all yond Spacious? Plain, 
Of many Tongues and Nations, none complain 


That Clouds did Darlten; yet brought down the ſhow'r, ry 


That made them Frans Go on and adore. 
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